HALIDE EDIB HANOUM 
Feminist and member of the International Advisory Council of the 


National Woman's Party, who recently addressed the London, England, Branch 


of the Woman's Party. 


Turki 


¥ 
- 
j 
4 
| 
4 
i? 
A 
. 4 } 
i 
~ 
VOL. XIV, No. 22 SATURDAY 
> ~ 
t 
4 
: : 
3 
t 
i 
} 
‘ 
3 


170 


French N ationality Law 
HE French Nationality Law of 1927 
is being studied and discussed by 


women in France. A detailed report on 


this law, its good points and its defects, 


has been made by Odette Simon-Bidaux to _ 


the Union Francaise pour le Suffrage des 
Femmes. Her conclusion, after analyzing 
the law, is that since it permits a woman 


_ in marrying to choose whether she will 


keep her own nationality or take that of 
her husband, it is a great victory and an 
important breach in the principle of the 
incapacity of a married woman. Needed 
amendments will doubtless be made, and 
ambiguities of expression cleared up. The 
immediate duty of Frenchwomen is to 
spread information about the law so that 
all may know of it and be able to benefit 
by it, Mme. Simon-Bidaux says. | 


French Veterans for Woman Suffrage 
T ITS recent National Congress in 
Paris, the Federal Union of Dis- 
abled Discharged Veterans of the World 
War passed the following resolution: 
‘Whereas up to the present time 
all efforts undertaken to secure po- 
litical rights for war widows have 
been without results. : 
“The Congress decides to adopt 
the demand of the Feminist groups 
for political rights for all women.” 


Discrimination in French Government 
Service 


OR years numbers of girls have taken 


the course at L’Ecole des Chartes 
(School for Training Keepers of Ar- 
chives), but most of them become libra- 
rians. So few are employed as archivistes 
that La Francaise proposes an investiga- 
tion to find out why, since women have 
the right to be appointed to these posts, 


- they are in practice reserved for men. 


Equal Pay for Equal Work 

HE women of Victoria, Australia, 

have recently had their attention 
strikingly called to the inequality between 
the salaries of men and women teachers. 
Julia Flynn was promoted to the position 
of assistant chief inspector of secondary 
schools for Victoria. She is now only 
three places removed from the position of 
director, and as the present director re- 
tires in June, women are hoping that she 
may be appointed chief inspector at that 
time. Meanwhile, however, she is getting 
only four-fifths the salary of a man in the 
same position. The Victorian Women 
Teachers’ Association and the Women 
Citizens’ Association are taking up the 
question of this inequality in pay. 


Feminist Notes 


Demands for Economic Equality 
Predominate | 
HE Consultative Committee of Wom- 
en’s Organizations (England) recently 
adopted resolutions calling for equality in 
educational opportunities, in the enforce- 
ment of moral laws; and in economic 
opportunity, with the demand for eco- 
nomic equality predominating in the reso- 
lutions. 
The following resolutions were adopted : 
(1) Regretting that a woman was not 
appointed to serve on the tribunal set up 
to enquire into the action of the police in 
connection with the interrogation of Miss 
Savidge, on May 15, asking that this omis- 
sion may be remedied without delay, and 
demanding that on the further inquiry 
which has been promised into general 


police methods with witnesses, an ade- 


quate number of women shall be ap- 
pointed, one of whom shall be a barrister 
—proposed by St. Joan’s Social and Po- 


litical Alliance; 


(2) Deploring (a) the action of certain 
London Hospitals in closing their medical 
schools to women students; (b) the fail- 
ure of the majority of hospitals to appoint 
an adequate number of women to the resi- 
dent and honorary posts; (c) the very 
inadequate number of women appointed 
to. committees and boards of management 
of hospitals (including mental hospitals) ; 
and resolving to bring pressure on the 
Government, on local authorities, and on 
the hospitals concerned, to secure freedom 
for medical women and a fair share for 
women in the management of hospitals— 
proposed by the National Union of Socie- 
ties for Equal Citizenship ; 

(3) Declaring the time to be now ripe 
for such alteration in the factory legisla- 
tion as to render women engineers immune 
from the existing prohibition operating 
against women in regard to night work, 
and asking the Home Secretary to con- 
sider the amendment of existing legisla- 
tion in regard to this matter.—Proposed 
by the Women’s Engineering Society. 

At the close of the proceedings, Emily 
Phipps, B.A. (Barrister-at-Law), formerly 
headmistress of the Swansea Municipal 
Secondary School, gave a forceful address 
on the significance of the suggestion to 
differentiate between boys and girls in the 
general school examination, and insisted 
that there must be equality in education 
for boys and girls. | 


Woman University Examiner in Belfast 
R. BILEEN M. HICKEY has been 
appointed clinical examiner in medi- 
cine for the present year at the Queen’s 
University, Belfast. This is the first 
time in the history of the university that 
a woman has occupied this post. 


Equal Rights 


Austrian Constitution Guarantees Equality 
A CCORDING to Die Osterreicherin, 


Frau Margarete Biach, who recently - 
applied for admission to the Austrian 


Stock Exchange, found that the law of 
1875, which forbids the entering of women 
to the Stock Exchange, was being invoked 
to exclude her, Frau Biach appealed to 
the Federation of Austrian Women’s 
Clubs — Bund O6esterreichischer Frauen- 
vereine. The federation has addressed a 
protest to the Federal Finance Minister 
and the Minister for Trade and Commerce, 
calling attention to the fact that several 


women are already members of the Pro- ; 


duce Exchange, and reminding the offi- 


Clals that the Austrian Federal Constitu- 


tion guarantees Equal Rights without 
limitation and renders null and void any 
conflicting laws. 


Women and the Canadian Senate 


N the very day that the Canadian 
Supreme Court decided that women 
were not “persons” in the terms of the 
British North American Act establishing 
qualifications for appointment to the 
Senate, the Canadian Minister of Justice 
announced that the Government would 
seek an amendment to the act to provide 
for the admission of women to the Senate. 
His statement said: | 


“In view of the fact that women in this 
country now have an equal franchise with 
men, and in view of the further fact that 
one of the seats in this House is occupied 
by a woman, the Government has decided 
that they should have the equal right to 
sit in the other Chamber, and means will 
be taken to secure an amendment to the 
British North American Act in that re- 
spect.” | 


Equal Rights in Toydom 


P ROF. E. A. ROSS of the University of 
Wisconsin used to argue that little 
boys and little girls by nature choose dif- 
ferent toys to play with. Some of the 
women students in his classes have been 
known to argue that little boys, if not 
taught that certain toys are “sissy,” and 
little girls, if not taught that certain 
other toys are “tom-boyish,” would chose 
identical toys, with individual preferences 
not based on sex. Toy manufacturers at 
a recent meeting in Chicago upheld the 
young women students. Boys and girls 
choose the same toys now, the manufac- 
turers said, with construction games, 
aviation toys, and sidewalk wheel vehicles 
leading as favorites of both sexes. 
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The Party the Democratic Convention 


ation to the National Democratic 
Convention arrived in Houston, 
Texas, on June 22 and immediately 
opened headquarters on the mezzanine 
floor of the Rice Hotel. An intensive cam- 
paign in behalf of the Equal Rights plank 
was at once initiated with the result that 
a hearing before the Resolutions Commit- 
tee was promptly granted. The plank 
which the delegation presented to the 


& HE National Woman’s Party dele- 


- Democratic Party was identical with the 


one presented to the Repubican Party, 
save in the party name, and read as fol- 


‘lows: 


“The National Democratic Party be- 
lieves in the equality of men and women. 
It therefore endorses the proposed amend- 


ment to the United States Constitution, 


providing ‘Men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its juris- 
diction.’ ” 

Speaking in maar of the Equal 
Rights plank, Mabel Vernon, leader of 
the Woman’s Party delegation said: 

“An Equal Rights amendment to the 
National Constitution is necessary to re- 
move discriminations against women in 
the laws of every State that are a relic of 


ancienfjtimes. A woman after marriage 


does not have equal control of her prop- 
erty, of her earnings, of her children and 
of her own person. It would take a cen- 
tury or so to obtain for women an equal 
status with men before the law if we 


proceeded to remove discriminations piece 


by piece in every State. Moreover, there 
is nothing secure about State legislation. 
Laws passed by one legislature may be 
repealed by a following one. We, therefore, 
work for a national amendment as the 
quick and permanent way of obtaining 
Equal Rights for women in the laws. 
“The principal objection to the passage 
of this amendment is that it would cause 
laws regulating women in industry—the 
so-called ‘protective’ laws—to be over- 
thrown. As a matter of fact, constantly 
increasing numbers of working women 
hold that these laws do not protect women 
at all, but are rather a hindrance because 
they limit the field of occupations open to 


women, keep them out of the better-paid, — 


more desirable jobs and make women a 
Segregated group in the labor market 


with special restrictions and regulations — 


thrown around them which do not apply 
to men. 


“The proof that working women do not 


want these laws is that they obtain ex-— 


emption from them whenever they can. 
In New York State women railroad work- 
ers have succeeded in having a law passed 


cancelling all hour limitations for women 
on railroads, except conductors and 
guards, Women in newspaper offices, re- 
porters and type-setters have secured ex- 
emption from the night work law. Women 
pharmacists have just secured exemption 
from the same law. Women restaurant 
workers worked during the entire 1928 
session of the New York Legislature for 
exemption from restrictions of all spe- 
cial labor laws for women. 


“These women demand, and the Wom- 
an’s Party supports them in their posi- 
tion, that if there are to be laws regu- 
lating industry, they shall be based on 
the conditions of the industry, not on sex 
and that they shall apply to all workers, 
men and women alike.” 


Miss Vernon said she believed that Demo- 
cratic and Republican leaders, alike, must 
see that the fight for Equal Rights is just 
as certain of success as was the fight for 
education for women, votes for women, 
and every other fight to free them from 
unnatural and unbearable restrictions. 


“Since they recognize that Equal Rights 
is inevitable, leaders looking to the future 
will not only take a stand for equality for 
women, but will use their political power 
to bring it about,” said Miss Vernon. “The 
most obvious thing they can do to help is 


to pass the Equal Rights Amendment now 
before Congress.” 


ARY PITTMAN of Union Springs, 

Alabama, a member of the Woman’s 
Party delegation, made a practical and 
effective appeal for the Equal Rights 
plank. Miss Pittman is well known as an 
active Democratic worker. She cam- 
paigned for the National ticket in 1924, 
and has a long record of service in the 
Democratic Party to her credit. 


She said, “We find among the Demo- 
cratic leaders here, many who say they 
are willing to go as far as the Republican 
platform adopted in Kansas City, which 
declares that the Republican Party ‘whole- 
heartedly accepts equality for women.’ 
The Democrats must go further than this. 
There are in this country many inde- 
pendent women voters whose stand will 
be determined by the declarations of the 
respective party platforms on this subject, 
and the Democrats, to appeal to these 
independent voters must come out with 
a positive and unequivocal statement.” 


Miss Pittman, who is a former dean of 


~ women of Athens College in Alabama, has 


been for some time in Mexico making a 
special study of the position of women in 
that country, and she motored four hun- 
dred miles from Mexico in order to pre- 
sent her views to the Platform Committee. 

Sue White of Jackson, Tennessee, a 


prominent Democrat and Tennessee State 
chairman of the National Woman’s Party, 
also came to Houston to urge the Equal 
Rights plank. 

“The Democratic Party hae the oppor- 
tunity to lead the way for equality for 
women by adopting the plank offered by 
the National Woman’s Party,” said Miss © 
White. “The Republicans at Kansas City 
declared in their platform that they ‘ac- 
cept equality for women,’ before women 
have equality, shutting their eyes to the 
conditions that exist throughout the body 


of law of the 48 States and Federal juris- 
diction. 


“The Republicans say they ‘accept 
equality for women’ when in every State 
in the Union there still linger within the 
law unjust discriminations based upon 
the old conception of woman’s nonentity. 
The Republican platform on this point 
would be a good platform for ostriches 
who bury their heads in the sand. 


“As a Democrat, I look to the Demo- 
cratic Party to adopt a plank that women 
can stand on as human beings.” 


Miss White is a pe lawyer in 
Jackson. 


As a result of the eloquence and efforts 
of the Woman’s Party delegation the 
Resolutions Committee “took the Equal 
Rights plank under advisement,” but the 
only fruit of their cogitations was the fal- 
lowing wholly inadequate declaration, 
again linking “women and children” to- 
gether in the Democratic Party’s official 
platform. 


WoMEN AND CHILDREN 


“We declare for equality of women with 
men in all political and governmental 
matters. 


“Children are the chief asset of the na- 
tion. Therefore their protection through 
infancy and childhood against exploita- 
tion is an important national duty. 

“The Democratic Party has always op- 
posed the exploitation of women in indus- 
try and has stood for such conditions of 
work as will reserve their health and 
safety. 

“We favor an equal wage at equal ser- 
vice and likewise favor adequate appro- 
priations for the Women’s and Children’s 
Bureau.” 


MONG the members of the Woman’s 

Party delegation were Mabel Ver- 
non, national executive secretary; Anne 
Clement Rotter of Wisconsin, Mary Moss 
Wellborn of Mississippi, Sue White of 
Tennessee, Mary C. Pittman of Alabama, 
and Helen A, Archdale of London, Eng- 
land. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.) 
Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Senator E. Curtis. 


Equal Rights 


“For the Sin That Ye Do by Two and Two, 
Ye Must Pay For, One by One.” — 


O SAYS KIPLING, and hitherto the one who pays has always been the 
S woman. We are now changing all that. Not so rapidly as might be 
desired; nevertheless progress is hopeful, considering that tremendous 
forces, the institutions of a man-made world work against us. Christ’s solemn 
injunction, which would have guided the world to moral equality long ago, has 
been set at naught by sinful men, and even His Church, dominated by a mascu- 
line priesthood, has sometimes upheld the double standard of morals. In 
Czarist Russia, for example, Government licensed houses of prostitution were 
not only opened by the police, but ceremoniously blessed by the Orthodox 
Russian Church. One speculates as to whether women clergy would have sunk 
to such depths, 

The double standard of morals will remain until the feminine sex ceases to 
be looked on as a mere after-thought of creation, or, as a French writer puts it: 
“divided into the sacred clan of mothers, one and indivisible and—les petites 
dames.” Grant Allen went further: he denied that women belonged to the 
human race, considering them to be “merely a sub-species told off for the pur- 
poses of reproduction.” The world is gradually beginning to comprehend 
Kant’s noble saying: “Civilization never can reach its highest stage until 
every human being becomes an end in himself or herself.” 

Good tidings from Germany show that the single standard of morals has 
been established there as far as the new law dealing with social diseases 
can bring this change about. Let us take a look at our own country where the 
position of women is thought to be so lofty. 

According to the United States Interdepartmental Social Hygiene Board, 
more than thirty-three States define prostitution as an “act of the female.” 
Women are punished while the men participants go free. The New York law 
is vague enough to permit the male customer of the prostitute to escape, This 
is the rule in Manhattan and the Bronx, owing to a decision by Magistrate 
Ryttenberg some six years ago. To reach the men, a “Customer Amendment” 
to the prostitution law is needed. Figures taken from the so-called “Jump 


_ Raid” cases brought before the Women’s Court, which hears all prostitution 
cases for the Borough of Manhattan and the Bronx, show that of 136 dich 


cases in February, 1928, 119 might have resulted in the arrest of the customer 
had this amendment been in force. It is hoped to place such an amendment 
before the Legislature as soon as sufficient evidence to show the necessity for 
it has been collected and public sentiment aroused. The National Woman’s 
Party is collaborating in this work under the able leadership of the chairman 
of our National Council, Jane Norman Smith. | Mary WINsor. 


The First German Cletgywoman 

ENNY ALBERTA HANSEN, writing in the April number of Frauen- 
Weckruf, the organ of the Bund Deutscher Frauen, says: “The first 
German woman upon whom the Government has conferred the right 

to ascend the pulpit is Fraulein Sophie Kunert of Spandau. She has been 
appointed a chaplain to the Womian’s House of Correction in Hamburg. 
Those who know her say that she was born to fill this difficult position, for she 
has courage, strength, a loving heart, and firm belief in humanity. She is a 
consecrated being, a singing soul, bringing light and warmth and kindness to 
build up poor, broken lives.” Frawen-Weckruf then explains to its readers 


‘how much these qualities are needed in a prison chaplain. Members of the 


National Woman’s Party would find these explanations superfluous. We have 
seen it all, dear Frawen-Weckruf! We know that omnipotent prison authori- — 
ties among helpless inmates hold in their coarse hands more power than the 
Almighty is supposed to have over human beings; for to man is left the free- 
dom of the will while the jail-bird is reduced to a mere automaton, It is 
indeed a post fit to put an archangel to the test. | ) 
Though the churches, with the exception of a few sects, still: bar the door 
to feminine divines, trained spiritual advisors of the feminine sex are needed 
in jail and out of it. To them may safely be committed the care and guidance 
of young women and girls in difficulties—sex difficulties above all—who could 
not be brought to lay their souls bare before a man. A young wife, tied to a 
brutal, unfaithful or diseased husband—what counsel has such a one ever 
received from her pastor, her priest, except the cruel and conventional formula: 
“Go back, Griselda; be patient and submissive. Go on bearing children and — 
insults, and hope for your reward in heaven.” Women will not be so apt to 
preach passivity and long-suffering to other women. Mary WINsor. 
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Turkish Feminist Aiikdietnes London Branch 


‘HE London Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party held a meeting at 
the American Woman’s Club in Lon- 

don, recently, in honor of Halidé Edib 
Hanoum, Turkish Feminist. 

Betty Swing Gram, chairman of the 
London group presented Lady Rhondda, 
who presided over the meeting, saying 
that since the gathering was one of Femi- 
nists it was not necessary to make any 
long introduction of perhaps the best- 
known Feminist in England. 

Lady Rhondda said she considered it 
a great privilege to be invited to take the 
chair at a National Woman’s Party 
gathering, and especially since at the Pan- 
American conference, this organization 
of Feminists, under the leadership of 
Doris Stevens, had made perhaps the 
greatest contribution to the woman move- 
ment of any time, as for the first time 
there had been given an international 
aspect to the fight for equality. It was 
particularly fitting, she added, that an 
American organization should have in- 
vited a woman of Wales to introduce a 
Turkish Feminist, as it showed that at 
last women of all countries are to combine 
their forces toward an international rec- 
ognition of the status of women. 

Halidé Edib gave a comprehensvie sur- 
vey of the history of the development of 
women in the Ottoman Empire. Her sub- 
ct was “Turkey and the Modern Wom- 
- an,” and she developed her theme from the 
beginning of the Turkish nation up to the 
present time, and contrasted the freedom 
of the old with that of the new. 

Halidé Edib is now practically in exile. 
She and her husband, Dr. Adnan, are now 
living in England. She expects to come 
to the United States this summer to lec- 
ture and to conduct a round-table at the 


Williamstown Institute of Politics. She 
is a member of the International Advisory 
Council of the National Woman’s Party. 

She will arrive in the United States in 
August, and will remain throughout the 
session of the Institute of Politics, Au- 
gust 2 to August 30. She is the first 
woman to be called to speak at the In- 
stitute. 

Halidé Edib, a woman of aristocratic 
and cultured background, has, in her 
work for her country and for its women, 
suffered hardships and dangers which 
seem almost incredible in the Twentieth 
Century. She has been a university pro- 
fessor, and a corporal in the army; a 
leader in education and in politics. She 
fled in disguise from Constantinople, suf- 
fering alnmrost intolerable physical ills 
while in constant danger of being cap- 
tured either by the Sultan’s Government, 
which had sentenced her to death, or by 
the British troops, whose searchlights 


played over the dark and rough roads. 


Through those fourteen terrible days of 
rain and snow and danger she was the 


leader of the flight because her courage 


and faith did not waver. Once in fever 
and racking pain, she amused and com- 
forted herself by saying, “If my body 
goes on like this, I will change it and get 
another one.” And at the end of the 


perilous journey, she-was ealHed upon to 


speak to the crowds in Angora, where the 
new Nationalist government was being 
formed following the Allied coup de’etat 
which drove her from Constantinople! 


ALIDE EDIB for as many as fifteen 
years has been the acknowledged 
personification of the womanhood of that 
new Turkey which is slowly emerging to 
take its place among the nations of 


ment she played a unique role. 


Europe. Whoever went to Turkey to 


study this development, sooner or later 


came into her presence. Not only was 
she a representative of this new Turkish 
womanhood, with her Western education 
and her understanding of Western civili- 
zation, she had also remained fundamen- 
tally a woman of her nation, race and 
philosophy. She was interpreter and 
intermediary. She wrote, she taught, she 
built the bridges of communication be- 
tween two worlds. | 

And then came the war, and with it 
perhaps the most serious crisis which 
Turkey has faced through her long his- 
tory. And here Halidé Edib stepped out 


from a mainly intellectual life into the 


field of action, action of a most vivid kind. 
She was one of the first to escape from 
Constantinople to Anatolia, there to help 


construct the Nationalist movement which 


ultimately re-won for Turkey her position 
as an independent nation. In this move- 
She be- 
came in it the representative of Turkist 
womanhood in that struggle. She served 
with the rank of non-commissioned officer 
at the headquarters of the Turkish army, 
and made not only important contribu- 


' tions to the campaign in its political as- 


pects, but helped give it a direction and 
an idealism which is certain to have a 
lasting influence on the. future.of her 


country. 


Her literary works, chiefly novels, have 
given her the rank of one of the great 
writers of Turkey and the first volume 
of her memoirs, written in English, has 
won her a host of admirers in the West- 
ern world. She holds a sure place among 
the eminent women and Feminists of her 
time, who have lived not only an emanci- 
pated life, but one that is emancipating. 


At Last---An Equal Moral Standard! 


AST January a new Feminist maga- 

zine was launched, Die Osterreich- 

' erin, the official organ of the Federa- 
tion of Austrian Women’s Clubs. In the 
April number we find an article by Dr. 
Carla Zaglitz — “The Warfare Against 
Venereal Disease in Germany and Aus- 
tria.” Dr. Zaglitz describes the rapid 
progress in Germany towards an equal 
moral standard for men and women and 
expresses the hope that this successful 
effort will cause a revival of the public 
interest among Austrians in this impor- 
tant question. 

On October 1, 1927, a new pom passed 
for the purpose of combating venereal dis- 
ease, came into effect in Germany. The 
old system of State-regulated vice and the 
especial police pertaining to it were done 
away with. Under this iniquitous system 
houses of prostitution were licensed by 


By Mary Winsor 


the government, the inmates periodically 


examined by government physicians, and, 


if found to be diseased, were confined in 
lock hospitals. 


Among the great achievements of the 
new law must be mentioned as the first 
and most valuable innovation the prin- 
ciple that all persons ill of venereal dis- 
ease, must be included. While hereto- 
fore only those persons of the female sex 
under police control (State regulation) 
were subjected to unqualified medical 
treatment—in Austria State regulation 
still exists unchanged—the German law 
provides for the treatment of women and 
men, adults and minors, in equal fashion. 
Consequently with the establishment of 
this new principle, the double standard 


of morals ceases to exist in the eyes of | 
the law. 

The so-called “duty of treatment’ 
makes it obligatory on every one who 
knows, or from the circumstances of the 
case must suppose, that he suffers from 
a contagious venereal disease, to submit 
himself to treatment at the hands of a 
physician certified by the government. 

The direct oral instruction by the doc- 
tor, the bestowing of a note-book on the 
patient, above all, the warning given to 
young persons by parents and teachers | 
of the pernicious results of these treach- 
erous diseases and the arousing of feelings 
of responsibility on their part towards 
their fellow-men—all these are the law’s 
contribution toward the sanitary educa- 
tion of the people. The duty of the indi- 
vidual, if diseased, to submit himself to 
treatment is completed by the duty of 
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the physician to report to the authorities. 
This obligation is, however, not uncondi- 
tional, not unlimited—all cases are not 
reported but only those in which the pa- 
tient evades treatment or observation by 
the doctor, or when in consequence of his 
occupation or personal circumstances, he 
endangers others. The obligation to re- 
port has aroused apprehensions in medi- 
cal circles as being in opposition to the 
duty of silence on the part of the phy- 
sicians. 

This contagious disease law invests the 
health authorities with the right to resort 
to forcible measures, if the diseased per- 
son is refractory and evades treatment. 
He may be arrested by Public Safety and 
Welfare police authorities and taken to a 
hospital. The successful working out of 
the whole law depends on the discretion 
and conscientiousness of ine medical and 
administrative functionaries, generally 
health authorities. The penalties are 
severe — only registered physicians are 


permitted to treat patients; all absent — 


treatment by writings, lectures, pictorial 
illustrations, etc., is forbidden. Espe- 
cially safeguarded are nursing babies and 


wet-nurses. The law also punishes those 


who infect others with sex diseases. 

The projected Austrian legislation in 
many essential features resembles the 
German law which falls short of one of 
the latter’s most important achievements. 
The German law forbids marriage for any- 
one sexually diseased, who knows — or 
from the circumstances must suppose, this 
to be the case, without having informed 
the other party. The Austrian law does 
not require this. 

The legal position of prostitution 
brought about by this law of contagious 
diseases is significant. Heretofore the 
prostitute has been classed, under the so- 
called vagabond clauses of the law, among 
loafers and tramps, unless she placed her- 
self under the supervision of the police. 
The German law has abolished State- 
regulated vice and introduced a condi- 
tional freedom from penalties, but makes 
special provision for sanitary inspection 
of such persons who, because of their oc- 
cupation or manner of life, would be likely 
to earry infection. It is the outgrowths 
of prostitution that are punishable—for 
instance solicitation, or incitement to in- 


decency, whether it proceeds from men or | 


from women—but only when it occurs in 
such a manner as publicly to offend pro- 
priety and decency. 

The carrying out of the law in Germany 
will necessitate a much greater provision 
for public welfare work. The women 
police of Germany will doubtless be of 


the greatest help—Germany already has 


them and in Austria there is a beginning 
in the shape of police welfare work. 

Two interesting reviews of the work- 
ings of this law appear in Die Neue Gen- 
eration, published by Dr. Helene Stocker. 


This magazine, the organ of the German | 


Federation and International Alliance 
for the Protection of Motherhood and 
Sexual Reform, is one of the most valu- 
able edited by women. — 

In the April number, Hans von Zwehl 
described the preparations to meet the 
abolition of State regulation of vice, 
which were made with true German thor- 
oughness. 


A SaniTary CrusaDE ON AN EQuAt BAsIs 


'T°HE Berlin Department of Health, 

which possesses one of the most mod- 
ern health services of the world, set on 
foot a campaign of prophylaxis organized 
on an immense scale throughout the city. 
Propaganda to enlighten the public was 


arranged. Sanitary stations for disinfec- 


tion were set up in all the police stations 
in every district, with numerous posters 
calling attention to these precautions. 
All this treatment was given free to those 
who could not afford to pay. 

The existing centres for medical con- 
sultation were increased and improved 
and the distribution of preventatives in 
great quantities completed this battle 
against the bacillus. Thus the purpose 
of the law was carried out—to put in 
place of the former criterion of “profes- 
sional prostitution” the modern concep- 


tion of the danger of contagion and the 


necessity of controlling it. Bitter oppo- 
sition made itself apparent, especially in 
the western part of Germany, both from 
those who upheld State regulation of vice 
and from the Purity Leagues. Neverthe- 


less the Common Council of Berlin en- . 


dorsed the action of the health authorities 
and recently passed the resolution to 


supply the impoverished sick with free 


remedies. 
The principal result of the new law is 
that it is now possible to combat the 


infectious venereal diseases in social cir- 


cles which formerly were immune to all 
legal attacks; now that men, as well as 
women, are liable to examination. In 
all suspicious cases, health certificates 
may be called for and in extreme in- 
stances, treatment may be compulsory. 
The chief contingent for these investiga- 
tions is furnished by the complaints 
against persons suspected of diseases, 
which since the new law came into effect 
have been pouring in. Criminal proceed- 
ings are only instituted after direct in- 
formation to the police; otherwise the 
health department conducts a discreet 
inquiry, so as to exclude all bureaucratic 
workings of the machine. The first steps 
take place in the presence of an official 
and a Fursorgerin, (public nurse). The 
latter is especially acceptable to the 
public. 

All citations to appear are couched in 
strictly neutral form. Many of those 
summoned bring a health certificate with 


_ them, showing that they have already 


made themselves familiar with the law. 


In the first three months since the law © 


Equal Rights 


was in force, about one thousand persons 
have been denounced; men and women in 
equal numbers. Not less than 90 per cent. 
of these complaints have been proved to 
be justified. Information was given by 
women on account of broken engagements. 
- The details of these documents are psy- 
chologically interesting. It often hap- 
pened that parents acted as informers in 
regard to their children; with the evident 
intention of breaking off undesirable re- 
lations. Many of these informers were 
men of high standing, either financially or 
intellectually. 

In addition to the thousand signed let- 
ters, there were masses of anonymous com- 


munications. The senders for the greater 


part were intelligent, as the handwriting 
and the style showed, as well as the in- 
formation which was frequently accom- 
panied by a sketch, showing the street lo- 
cation of the residence of the suspect. 
Nevertheless, the health authorities were 


_ obliged by the law to throw all anonymous 


letters into the waste basket. It is ex- 
pected that with growing recognition of 


the economic importance of this course 


of action, the number of informations will 
increase. | 
PROSTITUTES 

HE Berlin Chief of Police formerly 
registered 4-5000 prostitutes; that is 


_ to say, only about one-tenth of the human 


merchandise actually existing; quite 
apart from the fluctuating strata in be- 


tween. The 4000 names have been regis} 
tered by the Bureau of Health as the basis 


of a future Kartothek of all sexual 
diseases. 


The girls are asked by registered letter 


to present themselves every fortnight in 
the consultation centres (treatment free 
under certain conditions) or to let them- 
selves be examined by private physicians. 
They all responded, except a few which 
could be explained by circumstances, 
change of address, arrest, etc. 

Suspected cases were placed under 


special medical observation. The pre- 


senting of health certificates by the wom- 
en who formerly were registered, tallied. 
Literally there was only one example of 
obduracy. The law is made practical by 
the fact that the prostitute in large cities 
estimates her sexual health as a business 
asset. | 
Contrary to the apprehensions of the 
law’s opponents, the streets of Berlin 
have not in any way shown more “impro- 
priety.” In place of the old morals police 
140 new “officials to maintain order” have 
been appointed. They are to report of- 
fenders, both men and women, who solicit 
or incite to indency, but only when this 
is done in an annoying manner or per- 
sisted in after being definitely refused by 
the person accosted. All information goes 
directly to the health authorities; up to 
now only 100 persons have been in this 
way added to the list of those under sus- 
picion. The chief function of these offi- 
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cials is not to arrest offenders but to ad- 
monish and correct them. 


The status of the doctor under the new 
law is very important. Today, according 
to the opinion of the Superior City Courts, 
every physician is his own health au- 
thority in miniature; the upper health 
authorities only intervene when the doc- 
tor has exhausted the resources permitted 
him by the law. Consultation, assuring 
a successful cure of the patient and those 
who have infected him, (who must be 
ascertained), preventing the spread of 
contagion—are today the task of the phy- 
sician and thus arises his obligation to 
report to the authorities when a treat- 


ment is broken off. Fifteen cases of pa- 


tients failing to appear during the doc- 
tor’s office hours are reported every day. 
But even in these cases without excep- 
tion, it has been possible to induce the 
patients to undergo treatment again, 
without resorting to compulsion, or regu- 
lation. 


The important question, as to whether 
venereal diseases have increased or not 
under the new system, is answered as far 
as it can be answered by the reports of 
individual physicians to the authorities, 
that a certain increase is noticeable but 


this is thought to be due to the widespread 


propaganda which, as in every campaign 
of enlightenment, has brought an influx 
of cases hitherto left uncared for. At 


the end of the first transition period, some — 


physicians, indeed, reported a falling off 
of sickness. 

_ The health authorities point to the fact 
in this city of four million inhabitants, 
they have managed to reach 80 per cent. 
of the tuberculosis cases and have re- 
duced infant mortality from 40 per cent. 
to 10 per cent. without resorting to com- 
pulsion or forcible methods; consequently, 


they expect still greater success in the 
case of venereal diseases. 


LooKING BacKWARD 


HW May number of Die Neue Genera- 

tion contains an article by Brunold 
Springer, Doctor of Laws, in which he 
tells us that: 

It is already apparent that efforts are 
being put forth to undo the advance made 
under the new law in the legal treatment 
of the prostitute. Dr. Hellwig, the direc- 
tor of the Provincial Court, commenting 
on this law, thinks there is danger that 


this new fundamental principle of the 


single standard of morals may be exag- 
gerated. He fears that appropriate and 
legally justifiable measures against pros- 
titutes may not be put into effect merely 
because doctors fear to repudiate this fun- 
damental principle. He does not want an 
“automatic equal treatment applied to 
prostitutes as well as to other women 
and men,” and considers it lamentable 
that many physicians try to deal with 
them all alike. 

And so the law is being interpreted ac- 
cording to the old ideas. 
larly unfortunate that men, who are the 
customers of the prostitutes and the dis- 
seminators of infection, are already, so 
soon after the new law has gone into ef- 
fect, beginning to receive favorable con- 
sideration. It seems as if people were 
determined.to close their eyes to the mon- 
strous guilt of the male sex with regard 
to prostitution and venereal disease. 
Practical steps have been already taken 
in this direction. The city health authori- 
ties of Frankfort-am-Main have summoned 
the prostitutes to go to the municipal 
hospital for physical examination. The 
latter, quite correctly, see in this order 


an illegal survival of police control (regu- 


Zonta Discusses Equal Rights vs. 


restrictive legislation for women in 

industry aroused lively discussion 
at the annual convention of the National 
Confederation of Zonta Clubs in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on J une 15-16, according to 
the press. 

The following account of the discussion 
is taken largely from St. Paul newspapers, 
and is given for the information of read- 
ers of Equat Rieuts until we can get 
more complete information: 

Nina Broderick Price, president of the 
New York Zonta Club, discussed legisla- 
tion for women, favoring repeal of the 
eight-hour law which, she said, restricts 
women in industry from equal opportunity 
with men. She added that she was not re- 
ferring to business and professional women. 

Objection was raised by Florence 
Monahan, superintendent of the wom- 
en’s reformatory at Shakopee, who 
of under- 


i HE question of Equal Rights versus 


asserted that protection 


privileged women is a real necessity. 

“Ever since, with a flare of trumpets, 
we shouted ‘hurrah! we are emancipated,’ 
we have been fighting economic pressure,” 
said Mrs. Price. She contended that 
women are being hampered by legislation 
regulating their working hours. 

“Why should women be restricted,” she 
asked, “when they have been instrumental 
in starting practically every industry?” 

That laws regulating women’s indus- 
trial life have been adopted under the 
guidance of lay women was one of the 
points presented by Mrs. Price, who dis- 
approved action of women’s clubs which 
sponsored the laws. 

Discussing eight-hour law restrictions 
for women, Mrs. Price said that men 
would not accept such a law. “This law 
makes it impossible for women to have 
equal opportunity of securing employ- 
ment; it prevents them from demanding 
equal pay and reduces their earning ca- 


lation), 


It is particu-— 
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They are of the opinion that the 
new law should be applied to diseased 
prostitutes who do not of their own 
initiative resort to physicians and they 
demand the right to choose freely their 
own doctors. The physicians and lawyers 
are very indignant over this attitude of 
the prostitute, though it seems legally cor- 
rect. Of course the Frankfort Board of 
Health maintains that this examination 
in a municipal hospital is not a continua- — 
tion of police control, but merely an ex- 
amination such as is prescribed by the 
law for every person whose health is sus- 
pected, and that prostitutes who are in 
continual danger of contracting and 
spreading venereal disease must be under 
special supervision. But is not this the 
old order of things creeping back? The 
law grants the’ prostitute the right to 
choose freely the doctor to whom she 
must apply for a health certificate. The 
health authorities are not authorized to 
compel her to consult a specialist for 
venereal diseases nor a physician of their 
selection. But already it is claimed that 
the authorities are not obliged to accept 
the certificate furnished by “any doctor,” 
but may avail themselves of the provision 
in the law concerning “cases that are 


_ plainly exceptional” to force her to resort 


to some special physician of their naming. 
Dr. Hellwig thinks this is not only justi- 
fiable, but advisable. The law, however, . 
contemplates as “plainly exceptional” 
something quite different, i. e., certificaies 
from unreliable physicians. It is easy to 
see that health boards will be apt to con- 
sider the prostitute as “an exceptional 
case” and push her back to the old slavery 


of being examined by a police surgeon. 


So soon have they begun to turn the law 
backwards. 


“Protection 


- pacity,” she said. “Women are being dis- 
criminated against both in position and 


salary.” 


“These laws restricting working women 
are not necessary,” Mrs. Price said, “for 
working women today are capable of pro- 
mulgating their own laws and need no 


protection from laws drafted by society 


women. If we are all sewed up and bound 
around with laws we will be deprived of 
that equality with men for which we are 
striving and are capable of accepting.” 

In rebutting Mrs. Price’s stand in legis- 
lation affecting women, Miss Monahan 
asked the convention how many clubs™ 
affiliated with the confederation had 
studied the question in the past year. A 
small group signalled they had. 

The question was presented at the an- 
nual session at Washington a year ago, 
delegates being urged to take the question 
before their clubs for study and to come 
prepared to act at this convention. 
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Woman Suffrage 
in France 


| New York 
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frage movement 
in France seems to 
be battling against 
hopeless odds. No 
matter how often 
the Chamber passes 
the bill to extend the franchise, it regu- 
larly meets defeat in the Senate. 


Evening Post, 
June 21, 1928. 


bers of the upper house simply refused to 
discuss it. 
This casual treatment of woman’s de- 


Montana Organizing 
PRELIMINARY meeting of a group 
of Montana members of the National 

Woman’s Party met on June 15 to make 
plans for a permanent organization. 
IKmma Madeen, chairman of the group, 
talked on the work of the Woman’s Party 
for Equal Rights, and a lively discussion 
followed. Mathilde Ammen is secretary- 
treasurer of the organization. Several 
more informal gatherings will be held. 
Kach meeting is bringing more members 


to the Woman’ s Party, Miss Ammen 


writes. 


Mrs. Weed Conducts World Tour © 
SPECIAL party to study the women 
of various countries will be con- 

ducted on a world tour by Helena Hill 
Weed of South Norwalk, Connecticut, 
who has worked with the National Wom- 
an’s Party for suffrage and Equal Rights 
since its organization. 

The party will sail on the Caledonta 
from New York on January 29, 1929, and 
will be gone 110 days. 

Mrs. Weed made a tour of the Mediter- 
ranean on a Clark tour last winter, and 
the party she will conduct next year will 
be part of a Clark tour. 


Hawaii, Japan, China, Siam, de ava, Su- 


matra, Ceylon, India, Egypt, Italy, the 
Riviera, and other European countries 
will be visited. 


Egyptian Press Honors Woman Editor 


OR the first time in Egypt a woman © 


editor has been welcomed by her male 
colleagues into their professional circle. 

Ceza Nabaraoui, editor of L’Egyptienne, 

a monthly review of Feminism, sociology, 


and art, published at Cairo, presided at a 


recent banquet organized and attended by 
members of the Egyptian and the Euro- 
pean press. The journalists present made 
the occasion a testimonial of their sym- 
pathy with the woman movement and 
their admiration for Mlle. Nabaraoui’s 
magazine. 
In reply Mile Nabaraoui said in part: 


HE woman suf- 


On its 
most recent appearance the worthy mem- 


too extreme. 


Press Comment 


mand to vote seems strangely out of place 


in Republican France. To lead so bravely 
in the struggle for the rights of man and 


to fail so miserably to recognize the rights 
of woman is a paradox hard to reconcile 


with the principles of the French Revolu- 
tion. The world has become so accus- 


tomed to the idea: of women taking their 


place with men at the polls that the 


French: restrictions seem almost an- 
achronistic. 
But a further senate is revealed in 


the-dispatches from Paris. The Senate 


News from the Field 


“The Egyptian newspapers have always 


shown themselves ardent defenders of the 


rights of women. To them we are in- 
debted for a great part of our success; 


because in the most critical and serious 


situations they have never failed to en- 


courage and support our claims, By giv- 
ing to this important question the great- 
est publicity, the Egyptian press was to 


assure to woman her first victory, the 
formal recognition of her existence. * * * 
Public opinion, familiarized with the 


question by years of theoretical prepara- 


tion, was to welcome the ae of 
women in the most natural way. 

“Tt is true that in 1919, when our asso- 
ciation was founded, some voices were 
raised declaring certain of our demands 
Happily in the newspaper 
world, liberty of thought is so highly 
prized that our adversaries of yesterday 
are our friends on the morrow. * * * 
Thanks to you all, we are beginning to be 
a force. It is true that we are excluded 
from three great spheres of power, the 


legislative, the executive, and the judicial ; 


but our presence on equal terms in this 


fourth sphere, which is not the least in- 


fluential, is for us a sure guarantee that 
in the near future the other three will 
open their doors to us.” 

The reporter of the banquet says: “In 
this circle which represents the intellect 
of Egypt and directs its opinion, Mlle. 
Nabaraoui spoke simply, firmly, and sin- 
cerely for the Egyptian Feminism of 
which she is the youngest and most ardent 
adherent.” 

- Ceza Nabaraoui is a member of the In- 
ternational Advisory Council of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. | 


Women in the British Customs Service 
ISCOUNTESS ASTOR, M. P., who 
is from Virginia, as most readers of 

Equa. Rieuts know, asked the financial 

secretary to the Treasury whether or not 

he would consider the appointment of 
women as customs and excise officers, 


tabulation of votes in Germany may bear 
out this contention that the female of 
the species is more conservative than the 


_turbed the affairs of nations, despite its 


Equal Rights 


opposition to woman suffrage was con- 
centrated in the Liberal Left on the 
ground that women voters would be in- 
fluenced by the Church and cast their 
ballots to support of conservatism. The 


male, yet this is politics with a vengeance. 
Woman suffrage has not greatly dis- 


almost universal adoption. France might 
well fall in line and try it for herself. 


particularly in view of the fact that other 
European countries are admitting women 
to these positions. The gentleman thought 
not, “owing to the nature of many of the 
duties” of the offices. 

Then the following colloquy ensued, 


which may amuse Genevieve Cline, former 
customs inspector and now judge of the 
United States Customs Court: 


Viscountess Astor: “Is the honorable 
Gentleman aware that certain grades of 
work for which women are not considered 
eligible in England are being performed 
by women in other countries, and doex he 


_ think that women in England are less able 
to carry out those duties than are women 
in other countries?” 


Mr. Samuel: “I cannot know. what 
goes on in other countries. But I know 
that women might possibly be maltreated 
or insulted if they carried out such duties 
at docks, harbors, breweries, and places 
where rather rough treatment might be 
expected. It is for that reason only that 
these duties are closed to women.” 

Viscountess Astor: “Is it not the case 
that if that argument held good we should 
never have women police: and did not 
women very often, during the war, handle > 


rough men better than men themselves?” 
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